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Upcoming Events  

 
Dec. 5-9 

Hour of Code Week 

Dec. 8 

Girls Basketball @ Belle 

Chasse (Home) 

4ñ5 pm 

Winter Band Concert 

6:30ñ7:30 pm 

Dec. 9 

6th Grade On-Sets and  

Propaganda D Academic 

Games 

Joshua Butler Elementary 

9 amñ12:30 pm 

Basketball (Girls & Boys) @ 

First Baptist of Slidell 

6ñ7 pm 

 

Dec. 13 

Basketball (Girls & Boys) @ 

Ridgewood 

6ñ7 pm 

Dec. 16 

$2 Dress Down Day 

Smoothie Day 

Blood Drive 

8 amñ1pm 

Basketball (Girls & Boys) vs. 

Lutheran 

6ñ7 pm 

Dec. 19 

Early Dismissal Dayñ11:15 

Basketball (Girls & Boys) @ 

Springfield High 

6ñ7 pm 

 

The first semester of the 2016 ð 2017 is drawing to 

a close. We have had a great first semester, and Iõm 

looking forward to what the rest of this school year 

will bring. We have just under two weeks left of the 

second nine week period, and final exams, which 

count for 25% of the studentõs final average, will be 

given on December 20 and December 21. Please 

make sure your child is aware of the importance of 

these exams and how much they are counted for in 

their final average. As always, you can check the 

status of your childõs progress 24 hours a day seven 

days a week on Echo. 

 

The dismissal time for all three days will be 

at 11:15. Lunch will be available for students to pick 

up from the cafeteria from 10:30 - 11:00 if they 

would like to eat before leaving for the day. 

 

Congratulations to Stefan Suazo who was selected as the high school student of the year 

and to Myles Mackie who was selected as the middle school student of the year.  Many stu-

dents were nominated for this prestigious honor by the teachers.  Students nominated had 

to write an essay and complete a packet which displayed their leadership qualities, service to 

the community, and awards and honors they have received.  Teachers then reviewed this 

information and voted.  We surprised the students with their families in November.  We 

wish them the best of luck going forward to the district competition.  

  

We received news that the National Title I Association has named Patrick F. Taylor Science 

and Technology Academy a National Title I Distinguished School for 2016-2017. We are 

one of only two schools in Louisiana to receive this prestigious honor. We are so proud of 

our Taylor Tigers!     

 

A big thank you goes to Ms. Valence who handles our Title I program and makes it all hap-

pen for our students! There is a lot that she takes care of behind the scenes. Please see the 

full article on the JPPSS website. 

Final Exam Schedule  
 

 

Monday,  December  19 (No Exams)  
1st Period - 7:20ñ8:15 

2nd Period - 8:20ñ9:15 

3rd Period - 9:20ñ10:15 

4th Period - 10:15ñ11:15 

Dismissal - 11:15 

 

Tuesday, December 20  
Report to Study Hall - 7:20 

1st Period Exam - 7:40ñ9:25 

2nd Period Exam - 9:30ñ11:15 

Dismissal - 11:15 

 

Wednesday, December 21  
Report to Study Hall - 7:20 

3rd Period Exam - 9:20 - 10:15 

4th Period Exam- 10:20 - 11:15 

Dismissal - 11:15 

https://pftsta.echo-ntn.org/
http://www.titlei.org/
http://www.titlei.org/ds
http://jpschools.org/patrick-taylor-academy-named-national-title-i-distinguished-school/


 

Upcoming Events  

 

Dec. 20 

Examsñ1st and 2nd Period 

Early Dismissal (11:15) 

Basketball vs. Grace King 

6ñ7 pm 

 

Dec. 21 

Examsñ3rd and 4th Period 

Early Dismissal (11:15) 

Students may wear a 

PFTSTA spirit shirt 

End of Second Marking 

Period 

Dec. 22ñJan. 3 

Winter BreakñNo School 

 

Jan. 4 

Girls Basketball vs. Sci. 

Academy 

4ñ5 pm 

 

Jan. 5 

Girls Basketball vs.  

Crescent City Christian 

4ñ5 pm 

Jan. 6 

Boys Basketball vs.  

Bishop McManus 

6ñ7 pm 

Jan. 10 

Boys Basketball vs.  

Loreauville High 

6ñ7 pm 

Jan. 11 

TAM Piano Recital Field 

Trip  

11:30 amñ2:30 pm 

Jan. 12 

HS Honor Roll Ceremony 

7:30ñ8:30 am 

Girls Basketball vs.  

Crescent City Christian 

4ñ5 pm 

T I D I N G S  F R O M  T A Y L O R  

 

Patrick F. Taylor Science & Technology Academy is excited to announce our 5th  

Annual True Blue Gala! 

 

Great food, beverages, and music are all provided with each ticket purchased. Need 

more reasons to purchase your tickets??? Each ticket purchased comes with a special 

Spirit Monkey, and if your tickets are purchased prior to December 16th, your name 

will be entered into a drawing to have your child's academic fees waived for the 2017-

2018 school year or your senior's AP fees paid for this year!   

 

This dinner, dance, and auction fundraiser will be held March 11, 2017 at Southport 

Hall in Jefferson, LA. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets purchased on or before January 13, 2017 are $50 per person (early purchase 

discount) and will be $60 per person thereafter. 

 

Ticket sales go live on October 25, 2016. All tickets will be sold online at the link be-

low. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our goal is to raise $30,000 at this event to drastically improve the opportunities for 

our students to achieve their educational goals through the use of real-world  

applications and software. If you are unable to attend, consider making a 100% tax-

deductible donation in lieu of tickets by clicking here. 

 

If you would like to become an event sponsor, please click here.  

 

Please see the attached flyer on voting this weekend!  Don't forget to vote!  

 

Last, but not least, I would like to wish all of my Patrick Taylor families a wonderful 

holiday season and a happy new year! Looking forward to bringing in 2017 with all of 

you!   

http://pftsta.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65a58f6dc239ce7f07d48d811&id=4974b37c63&e=550d512f53
http://pftsta.us11.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=65a58f6dc239ce7f07d48d811&id=7932e5d808&e=550d512f53
http://www.newsouthport.com/?page_id=297
https://501auctions.com/friendsofpft/tickets?type=5097


Lines from the Librarian 

Elizabeth Kahn 

November brought two authors to 

the PFTSTA Library. On the fifteenth, 

T. A. Barron spoke to all students in 

7th and 8th grade. He has written many 

fantasy series that have been beloved 

by Taylor students throughout the 

years, but this visit gained him some 

new fans. The library has many of his 

books for students to check out, but 

books also make great holiday gifts, 

and you can find a list of his works 

here: tabarron.com/books/. 

The other author visit was a virtual one through Skype. The middle school book 

group, BRiMS, got to meet Ruta Sepetys who is the author of the historical fiction 

work Between Shades of Gray. The students were fascinated by her inspiration of 

the history about her family during World War II in Lithuania. Even through a 

computer screen, Sepetys is a wonderful speaker, and the students were riveted 

during her presentation.  

 

 

 

Upcoming Events  

 

Jan. 13 

Grandparents Bake Sale 

MS Honor Roll Ceremony 

7:30ñ8:30 am 

Academic GamesñOnsets 

8 amñ1 pm 

 

Jan. 16 

Martin Luther King  Jr. 

DayñNo School 

Jan. 17 

Girls Basketball @ Interna-

tional School 

5ñ6 pm 

Jan. 20 

Pep Rally 

Homecoming Game: Boys 

Basketball vs. Crescent City 

5ð 6 pm 

Jan. 21 

Mission Ignition Begins 

Benjamin Franklin HS 

2ñ5 pm 

Homecoming Dance 

8ñ11 pm 

Jan. 24 

Basketball (Girls & Boys) @ 

Mt. Herman  

6ð 7 pm 

Jan. 25 

Late take-in for Students 

9:50 amñ2:40 pm 

PFTSTA Spirit Shirt Day 

Jan. 27 

$2 Dress Down Day 

Smoothie Day 

Basketball (Boys & Girls) @ 

MLK 

6ñ7 pm 

Ruta Sepetys with the members of BRiMS   

T.A. Barron with Daniel Abadie, 

Balseba Tewelde, Brian Sasso,  

Rachel Kim, and Julia Hutto  

http://tabarron.com/books/


 

Upcoming Events  

 

Jan. 31 

Basketball (Boys & Girls) @ 

Holden 

6ñ7 pm 

Feb. 2 

Co-op Meeting 

6:30ñ7:30 pm 

 

Feb. 3 

6th Grade Academic 

Games: Linguishtiks and 

Propaganda E 

9 amñ12:30 pm 

Basketball vs. MLK (Boys & 

Girls) 

6ñ7 pm 

 

T I D I N G S  F R O M  T A Y L O R  

Books may not be able to grab oneõs attention over  

electronics that can access the web, take pictures, or play 

games, but it really is important that our students make an 

effort to spend some of winter break with their nose in a 

good book. Books still make wonderful gifts for all ages of 

reader. Here are some lists that may help you find the perfect 

read for someone on your gift list:  

 

New York Times Notable Childrenõs Books for 2016 

ALSC list of Notable Childrenõs Books 2016 (for pre-Kñ8th) 

Best Childrenõs and Young Adult Books for 2016 from The 

Washington Post 

The Best Childrenõs Books of 2016 from the Amazon Book  

Review 

Seasonõs Readings to All!  

Counselorõs Corner 
Greetings! 

 

I would first off like to congratulate Raeven Mataya (pictured left) on receiving the 

QuestBridge National College Match Scholarship to attend the University of Virginia! 

We could not be more proud of you! Congratulations, Raeven!! 

 

When it comes to applying for competitive scholarships and selective colleges, it is 

important to remember that they look at what type of classes your children take, not 

just their GPA and rank. They want to see that the students have challenged them-

selves because it reflects how well they will handle the challenge of college course-

work. We highly encourage our students to take AP and Dual Enrollment courses to 

better prepare them for college and their future careers. Struggling with courses as 

your child moves up in grade level is natural and expected because they are learning a 

great deal of new information. They will face new challenges continuously throughout 

their life, but each challenge is an opportunity for growth.  Patrick F. Taylor Academy 

provides rigorous academics because we want to help our students grow to their full 

potential.  

 

As we finish up the first semester and gear up for the second, I want to remind our 

students not to be discouraged by any adversity they may be experiencing. Overcom-

ing adversity makes achievement twice as rewarding.  

 

Happy Holidays! 

Sincerely, 

Cheri Rivera, School Counselor    

crivera@pftsta.jppss.k12.la.us  

0&434!  

,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 

!ÌÌ 2ÅÁÄÅÒÓ  

7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ 
2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ 

ÖÉÓÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙ φψȾϋ 

ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ 

 

/Î &ÁÃÅÂÏÏËȡ  

 

 

 

Ǫ /Î )ÎÓÔÁÇÒÁÍȡ 

 

 

Raeven Mataya was 

matched to the Univer-

sity of Virginia through 

the QuestBridge  

National College Match 

program and will  

receive a scholarship to 

cover the full cost of a 

four year program 

there.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/23/books/review/notable-childrens-books-of-2016.html?_r=0
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/kidspost/best-childrens-and-young-adult-books-of-2016/2016/11/17/e07131fe-a10d-11e6-8832-23a007c77bb4_story.html?utm_term=.12a79226d882
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2016/11/the-best-childrens-books-of-2016-amazon-book-review.html
http://www.pftstalibrary.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pftstalibrary
https://www.instagram.com/pftstalibrary/


T I D I N G S  F R O M  T A Y L O R  

7th & 8th graders tour nationõs capital on  

annual trip to Washington, DC 

Lisa Valence 

Over thirty 7th and 8th graders flew to Washington, DC just before the Thanksgiving 

break. Although it was bitter cold on Sunday, the weather was magnificent for the rest 

of the trip! The students toured about a dozen monuments and at least six museums! 

Everyone had a wonderful time.  

 

Sign up in January to attend the November  2017 Washington trip . This opportunity 

is available to students who will be in 7th and 8th grades next school year. Look for flyers 

or check PawPrints when we return from the holiday break.  #besttripever 

#taylordoesdc2016 

 

Interested in traveling to New York City? Ms. Klusendorf and Mrs. Valence are looking 

for students who will be in 9th or 10th grade next year to travel with them to New 

York City in January 2018 . A planning meeting will be held when we return from the 

winter break.  



D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6 / J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 7  

Our Taylor seniors have had a very successful semester with their internships.  They have each spent at least 20 

hours in the field gaining experience in an area of their interest, researching their questions, and creating tangible 

products that can be used in the real world.  Senior Project panel is held on December 7th.  Iõm very proud of 

the work theyõve accomplished this semester. 

 

Senior Project Topics 

 
Michaela Brown: How valid are the current practices of forensic firearm examination, as it relates to matching fired car-

tridge cases to a unique source? 

 

Stefan Suazo: How Low Does the Poisonous Fruit Hang? An Exploration and Explanation of the Erosion of Defendant 

Privacy Rights in the United States. 

 

Olivia Gegenheimer: How Does the Content of Hallucinations and Delusions Relate to Crime Offenders with Intelligence 

Disabilities? 

 

Dareana Roy: How influential was U.S. intervention on the economical development of Panama and Cuba? 

 

Mason Varuso: Novel Formulation of a Highly Stable Metal-Organic Ink for Printed Electronic Applications 

 

Devin Nguyen: How does light exposure affect water and oil-repellency of poly(vinylmethylsiloxane)? 

 

Kristen Clement: How do the growth curves of E. Coli and other UTI-causing bacteria differ in simulated urine and 

nutrient rich environments? 

 

Dennis Puente: Does compliance with medication regimen adequately predict hospitalization for geriatric chronically ill 

patients? 

 

Isabelle Ordonez: How does watershed land use impact the fish community of a coastal plain stream in Natalbany 

River? 

 

Matthew Trochez: What can be Learned About Hardosaurs from an Incomplete Fossil? 

 

Soheil Saneei: What are the most important factors for NBA athletes to reach elite performance levels? 

 

Marco Flores: Does Security Threat Detection Automation provide a legitimate defense layer against Ransomware? 

 

Dylan Craigie: How does the storyboarding of a video affect the theme of the final product? 

 

Noah French: How has the recent technological advancements in geospacial engineering and aerial drone technologies 

aided the surveying industry? 

 

Gabrielle Young: How effective are Tulane's Social Media Marketing Strategies? 

 

Michael Modica: How does the application of automated planning systems on an interactive narrative affect user choices 

and overall experience?  

Senior Project 

Amanda Godshaw 



T I D I N G S  F R O M  T A Y L O R  

News from NHS 
Kristen Clement, Historian 

In November, NHS members continued their service project at Butler elementary. The 

fourth graders got an introduction to coding through using two different apps! Butler 

does not have any iPad sets, so we brought some from Taylor for the students to use.  

 

NHS members have plans in December to make a few familiesõ holidays a little brighter! 

Working with the NO AIDS Task Force at Crescent Care, members raise money, buy 

presents, and wrap them for the holidays. Part of this project also includes wrapping gifts 

for the other 30 families that were adopted through the Holiday Wishes program at 

Crescent Care. NHS members are truly taking pride in the season of giving!  

Pictured left to right standing:  

 Alexis LaBarrere, Preston Jones, and 

Sydnee Johnson;  

Kneeling: Allie Johnson, Maeve Storm, 

Emily Kreller, and Faith Kelley.  

Pictured above: Dareana Roy works 

with a 3rd grader at Butler.  

 

Right: Dareana Roy, Kristen  

Clement, Dominic Scheurer, and 

Catherine Wertz  

NJHS 7th, 8th, and 9th graders  

decorated our Taylor tree at City 

Park for Celebration in the Oaks. 

This yearõs ornaments were ro-

bots lightly etched and colored on 

metal.  

News from NJHS 
Lisa Valence 



Tidings from TechBytes 

Kelly Maher 

The Internet of Things (IoT) has been called the next Industrial Revolution, because it 

has changed the way we work, the way we play, and how we live. Technology has  

permeated every industry, which means that regardless of the careers that our students 

intend to pursue, they must be technology literate.  

 

Hour  of Code 2016 

The Hour of Code was launched, as a global event, in 2013, in 

order to introduce computer science, a òfoundationaló, but 

underrepresented field, to the masses. During the first Hour 

of Code event, approximately 20 million people participated, 

and over 600 million lines of code were written.  

The initiative has since grown exponentially, and Patrick F. 

Taylor Science and Technology Academy is proud to have 

participated in every Hour of Code, since its inception. 

This year's CSEdWeek committee significantly broadened the 

movement, which now includes an Hour of Code activity find-

er featuring tutorials, lesson plans, and activities that integrate 

computer science into every content area at every grade  

level. Lessons are also available in multiple languages.  

Image source: https://www.oracle.com/corporate/pressrelease/oracle-bolsters-cs-edu-041316.html, November 29, 2016  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AK-ANigKFl_c2RbeVrpQD2dhg8xBum6CkbKMJR2ByrT48r0b3CUlVmC3tX0WVNb7P-Sf4sPex_u4zLQBOUWE2Bt-Ti670i6alKEjJbYQyr17BtYa1v4m9QU1OtuuS7cKrKXTpkObP4HwM2g8b6KEQTIP7zzR5Xa1iD76zZiOAYi10qrqIZWPM8fleF6R1LQyPnqdCanXgQ4=&c=qORa5zQTJKyehadMJKxmu
https://code.org/learn
https://code.org/learn
https://www.oracle.com/corporate/pressrelease/oracle-bolsters-cs-edu-041316.html


 

Beyond an  Hour  of Code 

Below are some examples of how computer science can be integrated into other  

content areas: 

Vidcode: Code the News (for Social Studies classrooms)   

Students use their creative and problem-solving skills to code special effects, logos, 

graphics and headlines that you might see on the news.  

 

Text Compression (for Language Arts classrooms) 

Most of the information on the Internet is compressed to make the file sizes smaller, 

so they can travel the information highway faster. In this lesson, students learn about 

compression algorithms and practice compressing text by looking for patterns and sub-

stituting symbols for larger configurations of text. 

Recoloring the Universe (for Science classrooms) 

Using NASA data on exploded stars, star-forming regions, galaxies, and black holes, 

students begin to understand how astronomers create images of the cosmos then use 

code to create their own colorful images. 

There are many, many more examples like these. Browse the activity finder by subject 

area, grade-level, and CS experience. 

Finally, if you believe, as I do,  that every student in every school should have the  

opportunity to learn computer science, please consider signing the pledge at: https://

code.org/.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AK-ANigKFl_c2RbeVrpQD2dhg8xBum6CkbKMJR2ByrT48r0b3CUlVmC3tX0WVNb7-T3o3F30vbrtCF7CwTb8VPdTBBmLDNGOjkOyBLIGxhI0l27j-UI3HE9qBYcz8aLpJR9aJf5D7_VJc1vYEKwb-5a9TPQmcvXcWx805qdCtZ_6axRQdFilYu_WORDf86FS&c=qORa5zQTJKyehadMJKxmuDC0_usvyx6A0
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AK-ANigKFl_c2RbeVrpQD2dhg8xBum6CkbKMJR2ByrT48r0b3CUlVmC3tX0WVNb7_emdF33QyxDd5QxNqcNCiUdJxi2tOaAJ6M2c6ksxc4jVrsF0fJGQRMkhZuYmA4EeqhZIBQ3vsENDQ-F1iCdyXI7ExIS0OTTvOo3inROHwheaFxwozvwDBfG9D4lTvwTsjQWEHKU2cYA=&c=qORa5zQTJKyehadMJKxmu
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AK-ANigKFl_c2RbeVrpQD2dhg8xBum6CkbKMJR2ByrT48r0b3CUlVmC3tX0WVNb7IieXoniqUBay93b8FUaKgY4e6qBG4Kre1CfA7Dzx_QAZimvu32OMC8dg3wO48Ow5LnlrJSz4mDS0U4_i8fvrBpQ11hH9_MMyFL-Zlq5kZJrYFMR5Xk6KduT9eSx93utV3hCUMRRryo2CYRGN7ZQ_KA==&c=qORa5zQTJ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AK-ANigKFl_c2RbeVrpQD2dhg8xBum6CkbKMJR2ByrT48r0b3CUlVmC3tX0WVNb72i-Se_O00pNnfuVe7mEe-igQha3PsorAS46rFjyQoaUjwriwMow_BEy_KDrWumCsaWqifomMiAUqIHeWbhE9ayfVwN6tFiuanOtQQzhBCtAn8oak7MQ7HQ==&c=qORa5zQTJKyehadMJKxmuDC0_usvyx6A0k2jyBvJl
https://code.org/
https://code.org/

