3 S
F01 RE

A National Blue
Ribbon . A+ school

A monthly newsletter brought

to you by PFTSTA Publications.

Upcoming Dates:

Sept. 6
Cross Country at City Park

SGA Leadership Retreat
8am i 3 pm

Sept. 8 -12
Spirit Week

Sept. 8
College Visit: LSU
12:30 T 1:10 pm

Sept. 11
Volleyball Home Game
47 6 pm

Sept. 12

Interim Reports Issued

Club Fair and ALS Ice Bucket
Challenge

(Double Lunch Period)

11 am 1 1 pm

Sept. 15
PSAT Prep for Juniors
10:30 T 11:30 am

Volleyball Game at Riverdale
47 6 pm

Sept. 16

Grandparentsbo

Sept. 17
College Visit: NYU
12:30 7 1:10 pm

Volleyball at Ecole Classique
47 5 pm

Don

Tidings
from Taylor

August/September 2014
From the Principal s Pen
by Jaime Zapico
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome back all of our returning Taylor

student s, parents, faculty, staff, and, further,
know the summer flew by for many of our students , but we are anxious to get to
work and hit the ground running! If there is anything | can assist you with or answer
a question about , please do not hesitate to call or email me. | look forward to

building a relationship with all of you and having a productive and fulfilling school

year!

all those new to the Taylor family! |

Thank you to all of the parents and students who attended the Back to School BBQ

on Saturday, August 2 and Open House on Thursday, August 14 . We had a huge
turnout for both events. Additional thanks to all of the families who donated items
for our annual Ga lain March. (Please see the flyer at the end of the newsletter for
more information about th is exciting event!)

| hope to see you all  on Thursday, September 18 , for our first Co
6:30 pm in the cafeteria. We will discuss our upcoming Open  House for prospective
students, scheduled for Thursday, Octo  ber 23 from 5:00 1 7:00. Ifyouare newto
Patrick Taylor , this is the night when we welcome all families to campus who are

thinking about becoming a Taylor Tiger in the near future. Many of our Taylor
students and parents  assist us on this night. We will be asking for your help again!
Also, since this is always such a late night , the wonderful Taylort eachers do not
assign homework.  Thank you to all of the families wh o have displayed yard signs
promoting this huge event!

-op meeting at

Interim reports for the first nine week period will go home on Frida
Please ask your child for this important docume
Grades and assignments can be accessed any
can access ECHO through the link bel ow. Every studentat Taylor has log in
information. Please ask yo ur child for this information. All passwords were reset over
the summer ,so, returningparents ,pl ease make sure to get
password.

http://echo.newtechnetwork.org

y, September 12.
nt, so you can review it together

time of the day through ECHO. You

y C

Thank yo u again for your patience with us during carpool both in the
the afternoon. Just one |l ast reminder that
6:50 am and must be picked up by 3:00 pm.

morning and in
student s



http://echo.newtechnetwork.org/

Sept. 18
ECHO Training for Parents
5:30 i 6:30 pm

Co-op Meeting

6:30 1 7:30p m

Sept. 19

HS Back to School Dance
77 10 pm

Sept. 20
Cross Country at City Park

Key Club Division Rally
Chalmette High School

Swim Meet at UNO

Sept. 23

Volleyball Home Game
47 6pm

Sept. 24

Grandparentsdé Clu

(HS)

91 10 am

Sept. 26

Volleyball Game at  Lutheran

47 6pm

Sept. 27
Cross Country at Audubon Park

Swim Meet at Cypress Lake

Sept. 29
College Visit: Michigan State

Sept. 30

Volleyball Game at Crescent
City

6 pm

Oct. 1

College Visit: University of
lllinois
12:30 T 1:10 pm

Oct. 2
Cross Country at Pontiff

Oct. 4
Cross Country at Highland Park
BR

Swim Meet at Cypress Lake

Cheer Camp
9am i 3 pm

Monday, August 18 was a very
school and Entergy presented Patrick Taylo
using those funds to upgrade
School Board members, and members of
the picture below.

special day at Patrick Taylor. We had a ceremony at

r with a donation of $100,000. We will be
many of the laptops on campus. Mrs. Taylor, Dr. Meza,
the community were present. Please see

P.S. Ifyou haven'theard , accordingto U.S.News and World R eport , Patrick Taylor
made the list for the top 20 Louisiana high schools for college prep. We are ranked
second in the statel  The full article is  below. http://m.wdsu.com/news/top -20-

louisiana - high -schools -for - college -prep/25759566

In even bigge rnews, Patrick Taylor has been ranked number 46 on the 2014 list of

top high schoolsinthe US by The Daily Beast ! Thisis a huge accomplishment for
the students, the parents, and the staff of Patrick Taylor. Please see the link below
for the article and the fulllist of ranked schools.

In the upcoming weeks we will be celebrating with a party at sc hool! Of course, a
very special spirit monkey is on the way as welll I'm very proud of my Taylor Tigers
for these amazing accomplishments

http://www ___.thedailybeast.com/articles/2014/08/27/america -s-top -high -schools.html

Counsel ordos Corner

by Jasmine Hernandez

The counseling department is thrilled to announce that Naviance is set to launch this
week with our students! For everyone who was not able to make it to the Back to
School BBQ , here is a small recap of the Naviance presentation

Naviance is a br and new system that we will begin to implement this year. Naviance
will streamline all of our students 06™M-12" college and counseling needs. All

will have personal profile s where they will be able to take interest inventories, build
resumes, res earch and apply to colleges and scholarships, and have access to ACT

prep!

student s



http://m.wdsu.com/news/top-20-louisiana-high-schools-for-college-prep/25759566
http://m.wdsu.com/news/top-20-louisiana-high-schools-for-college-prep/25759566
http://www/
http://thedailybeast.com/articles/2014/08/27/america-s-top-high-schools.html

| have already met  with the class

(B R of 2015 and  discussed how
701 Churchill Parkway . . e
Avondale, LA 70094 Navianc e will specifically help v. N A v I A N C E
(504) -838-2249 i phone them. W e also reviewed ‘ )v
(504) -436-0257 1 fax transcripts, rankings, and the

college handbook. Seniors have already begun to receive appointment cards for our

Principal i Jaime Zapico .. .
one -on-one college advising appointments!

jzapico@pftsta.jppss.k12.la.us
Questions i Kathy Guzman I will also meet with underclassman over the next few days to discuss Naviance and
kguzman@pftsta.jppss.k12.la.us provide them with their login information. | am very excited to begin this schoo I
year and w ork closely with our students, e specially the class of 2015!

PFTS;Atweb IS As always , please feel free to contact me at any time with any questions or concerns
pftsta.com

you might have!
PFTSTA is on Twitter

twitter.com/pftsta Jhernandez@pftsta.jppss __ .k12.la.us

Jefferson Parish Public 504.561.3304
School System Web -site

www.jppss.k12.la.us Lines from the Librarian
by Elizabeth Kahn

It was so refreshing to arrive for the new school year and have all the books on the

shelves and the furniture in place. This year | was able to open the library on the

first day of school.  The library is open daily at 7 am for8 ™ -12™ graders and atbot h
lunches.

| am challenging all members of

the PFTSTA community to take
the |ibraryods fall
challenge. Any staff member or
student who completes the
challenge by October 3 " will
receive a spirit stick. The

challenge is to read five different
books using the following

criteria: 1. Read a book that was
published in 2013 or 2014. 2.

Read a book that was published
before 2008. 3. Read a book that
was made into a movie. 4. Read
a book about a person who is the
same age as you. 5. Read a book
that you would recommend to

Finding the right book to read makes for happy students!

Upon completion of the challenge, this online form needs to be submitted:
http://bit.ly/fallreadingchallenge

Boo kmarked, the high school book group, was one of 16 groups in the o

US nominating books for Teends Top Te;{ia., 6yhe
selected, and all teens across the country can vote for their three % 0 Z
favorite books here: http://bit.ly/13M2Fx4 . All books are available for % //”%
check out in the library. Voting will close October 18 "



mailto:jzapico@pftsta.jppss.k12.la.us
mailto:Jhernandez@pftsta.jppss.k12.la.us
http://bit.ly/fallreadingchallenge
http://bit.ly/13M2Fx4

The library website was created to keep the PFTSTA community up to date with
library events as well as to offer an easy portal to links to many electronic
resources. Visit the website here: www. pftstalibrary.com

or scan this QR code on your smart phone AAAAAA

The PFTSTA Library has a Facebook page. P lease like us so that you
can see pictures of your child engag=
facebook.com/pftstalibrary

Library policies for check out have not changed. Books from the general collection
(fiction and non  -fiction) may be checked out for 2 weeks and renewed if needed.
Late fines are 10¢ aday , not counting weekends and holidays. Students are
responsible for paying for lost or damaged books. Refe rence materials and
magazines may be checked out overnight only , and late fines are 50¢ a day.

If you would like the passwords to our databases, | have a sheet in the library that
lists the databases with the passwords or you can email me at
ekahn@pftsta.jppss.k12.la.us, or call me at school 838  -2249.

I am looking forward to another busy year of reading and research in the library at
Taylor, and | am frantically trying to learn the name s of all of our new students.

6" Grade Math

by Lisa Vale nce

6th grade math, taught by Mrs. Grindstaff and Mrs. V alence, is off to a great start.
So far, wer@wewingkhe ur operations , using decimals , and we 6 nosv
studying integers. In the pictures below, students are using the strategy of drawing

a diagram to construct real world situations, then checking their answers using iPads

and QR codes.



http://www.pftstalibrary.com/
file://PFTSTA-DC2/ekahn$/Documents/PFTSTA%202014.15/letters/facebook.com/pftstalibrary

Algebral News
by Karen  Kelley

Eighth graders at Taylor take several high school courses including Algebra I.

Although many topics so far are review, they will be tackling many new and

challenging problems in  this course. Algebra | students are excited to learn new
technology this year  with the graphing calculators. These calculators are used in all
high school Math classes and in some of the Science classes at Taylor. Graphing
calculators allow students to manipulate data, observe graphs of equations, and
more. Graphing calculators are  also allowed on the Algebra | End -Of-Course test in
May and on the ACT.

Academic Games
by Maggie Grindstaff

PFTSTA Academic Games is off to a great start! We have 20 new sixth graders who
have joined the team and all of our teams are quickly preparing for our first
tournament. Gamers will compete in Propaganda on September 26th. We are proud

to announce that Abdu llah Syed is our club president for the 2014 -2015 school year
and that James W estman and Keanu Bartolome are co-captains of the middle school
team.

Model United Nations

by Andrew Johnson

Our students will be participating in Model United Nations (MUN) this year. The
conference will be held in Baton Rouge for the Louisiana state level.

Model United Nations provides participants with an opportunity to gain insight into
global relations through a challenging and constructive three -day program. The

focus of this conference is to provide student participants with the experience of

representing a country's viewpoint on global issues and engaging in reso lutions
through compromise and cooperation. Participants select a country to represent and

are assigned to one of the following councils: General Assembly, Economic & Social

Council, Security Council, International Court of Justices or Press. Students also gain
exposure to parliamentary procedure and debate as well as resolution writing.

4 -H News

by Lisa Valence

4-H is coming soon! Students interested in joining 4 -H are invited to b ring their
lunch to the Darwin ~ pod on September 3rd at 12:40. We will get the forms to sign
up and tal k about officers. The 4  -H club maintains the garden on the second floor
and works on community s ervice projects throughout the year. The sponsors are
Mrs. Bordelon and Mrs. Valence.

Talented in the Arts
by Linda Patrick

We now have two Talent Visual Art teachers at Taylor! Ms. Amy Bryan is a new

Talented Visual Art teacher at Patrick Taylor. She taught on the college level for 12
years and is new to middle school and high school. She is also a practicing artist
who partic ipates in art exhibits and works in a variety of media. She will be
sponsoring the multic  ultural club at PFTSTA.  We are looking forward to a great year!




A Note from Maestro McCloskey

Greetings,

We are at the beginning of another school term , and l am sur e itw ill be another
fantastic year. It is great to see everyone once again and start making music
together.

First, to all the sixth grade students wanting to take band, beginning band will be
offered in the spring semester. Inthe meantime , come by or stop me on campus
and introduce yourself. | would love to meet you all before next semester. In

December, | will send home information concerning beginning band. The m ost
important thing  to remember is that no experience is necessary to join th e band.

Honor band auditions are in the beginning of December. Everyone interested in
auditioning must let me know soon. Now is the time to get your audition material

and start preparing. See me for information on audition material. The material is

also av ailable at www.district6la.com . Complete t wenty minutes of concentrated
practice a day between now and audition day, and you should make it!

Our up coming practices are as follows:

Drumline  will be practicing on  Tuesdays after school beginning September 9 "

Horn line, grades 7 -12 , will be practicing every Wednesday and Thursday. We
have a lot of work to do and a lot of music to make.

FYI, "Students with coursework/experience in music performance scored 52 poin ts
higher on the verbal portion of the SAT and 37 points higher on the math portion

than students with no coursework or experience in the arts. And a difference in

scores increased with the number of years involved. Those who studied music four

or more yea rs scored a combined 101 points higher on the SAT than students with

no coursework or experience in the arts." Profiles of SAT and Achievement Test
Takers, The Coll egd oBioanudt( 5ay7)nhgé

T h astaldthe news | have for now. Have a wonderful yea .

Sincerely,
John J. McCloskey
Band Director

Seventh Grade Social Studies
by Alicia Hampton

The 7™ grade is really excited to be learning about our early American History.

Students began the semester discovering how the 13 colonies were established and

are now moving toward the American Revolution and the creation of the

Constitution.  Students have be en trying to understand the circumstances that led

the colo nists to create a new country. One of the activities students participated in

was to create their own set of laws for an imaginary colony. This was done to
understand the plight of the Pilgrims in the Mayflower and the fact tha t their charter
did not apply.  Students will soon be analyzing the 1 st and 2 ™ Continental Congresses
by creating their own newspaper front page about the events.



http://www.district6la.com/

Science News from Kepler
by Natalie Lartigue

The Kepler science pod is not only home to a few new organi sms but also to a new
teacher. My name is Natalie Lartigue , and | am teaching Physical Science, Life
Scienc e, and Anatomy and Physiology.

The best way to stud y Science is to experience

it. Room 208 is home to tadpoles in varying

stages of metamorphosis and Madagascar Hissing
Cockroaches that have been affectionately

named by the students after scientists. Edison
(right) is the black and tan cockroach. He is the
alpha roach of the community.

We have also completed time lines of scientific milestones and tossed marshmallows
to test reflexes. I am very ha ppy to be a part of the Tayl or Tiger community. | look
forward to all of the excitin g discoveries that  your children  will make this year.

Ben Richard leading his
group in a collaborative
activity.

Yacoub Abdelbaqi and
Austin Nguyen




Lindsey Laforge with
Madame Curie

ELA Teachers Receive Brown Foundation Grants

Maggie Grandstaff and Cheryl Bordelon received grants from the Brown Foundation
for three service learning projects this year.

Mrs. Grindstaff designed a new program that brings students and veterans together.
With funds from this grant, students will host a brunch in honor of veterans,
com plete with a performance from the school band.

The other two grants continue projects funded last year. Sixth graders will read a
novel, study water pollution, and do community service projects related to
environmental stewardship.

Again this year, sev  enth graders will take a trip to the Lower Ninth Ward to study
the setting of the book Ninth Ward and work with third graders at Martin Luther
King, Jr., Elementary. They will also conduct a cultural exchange with a school in
VanMeter, lowa, and bring thos e students along on the trip via Skype.

Gifted eighth graders participated in a hands -on STEM field trip on Friday, April 25,
2014, atthe D -Day Museum. Students worked on a team project focused on reverse
engineering and toured the museum to do math and engineering activities based on
World War Il aircraft design, penicillin, rations, and more.




Tidings from TechBytes
by Kelly Maher

Information + Graphics = Infographics

Information graphics, also known as infographics, provide a way to express complex
data, ideas, or other information graphically. Human beings are visual and adept at
identifying patterns and trends quickly. Therefore, infographics often aid our
understanding of otherwise dense, multifaceted, or complicated material.

Anyone can use infog raphics to further their understanding of a topic, and you can
also create your own. Below are some infographic generators to consider th e next
time you need to teach a difficult concept or illustrate intricate information.

GB‘“’“g[e searcHsTAR  IEM

Infogr.am:  http://infogr.am is extremely quick and easy to
use, and makes it almost impossible to make an

unattractive product. However, control is limited.

Easel.ly: http://www.easel.ly/ is very versatile, and the
user has a great deal of autonomy. However, it is
somewhat more time consuming and the user is
responsible for being sure that elements are designed and
laid out well.

o I VANLED PiktoChart: http://app.piktochart.com/ is my new favorite
infographic generator. I tds s
create a beautiful product.

T Canva: https://www.canva.com/ allows users to design
DOMANBASED <> infographics as well asa  plethora of other print and digital
Euldllo content. What sets this tool apart from the others is the
Design Tutorials section.

The following are also worth checking out, if you are
willing to pay for privilege:

Creatly: http://creately.com/

Visual.ly: http://visual.ly/

TRY SYNONYMS FOR
YOUR ORIGINAL TERMS

InfoActive: https://infoactive.co/

ONCE YOU'VE =

FOUND A WEBPAGE -, N

stk b—~a8 ManyEyes: http://www -

THEPASE 958.ibm.com/software/analytics/labs/manyeyes/#home

You may also want to explore the following for inspiration,
(or just to learn something.)

Infographic  Pins: http://www.infographicpins.com/

Cool Infographics:  http://www.coolinfographics.com/

KEEP YOUR SEARCH SKILLS SHARP BY Get More Out of
ERLNCEHECOLLER IR HIBCENES Google: http://www.hackcollege.com/blog/2011/11/23/
) ographic -get-more -out -of-google.html

inf
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Science Notes
by Janell Simpson

Sixth Grade science students interviewed an adult in their household about
technology. Here are some of the interesting questions and answers:

Myles Mackie interviewed Dr. Marsha Cole and Dr. Kevin Robertson.
Question: How can communication improve through technology?

Answer: It really takes away the human element of communication. Technology has
and can change more. Before you had to pay, but now, you can get things very
conveniently and things just keep getting easier. Also, you can get culturally diverse
people in to uch with each other easier.

Veronica Suazo interviewed Claudia Suazo.
Question: How do you think technology changed the world?

Answer: Things became easier, faster, and available to everyone. People are very
dependent on it.

Joseph Schexnayde rinterviewe d Heidi Schexnayder

Question: Do you think senior citizens are being left out, included or both, from
things such as texting or social media?

Answer: | think it is easier for seniors to become connected if they choose to,
because they generally have limit ed mobility.

AP Environmental
Science students
reviewed biology
concepts with
whiteboard

illust rations this
week. Pictured
here are Darion
Bunch, Baylor
Evans, Gorium
Bush, and

Samuel Tejeda
with the ir
Aproteinod
whiteboard
including the

pirate -inspired
Arrro grou

Congratulations to Destiny Burnett! Her AP Environmental Science research paper,

"How is vegetation health affected when it is di sturbed by human development?"

won third place from the Thacher Environmental Research Award. Destiny (pictured
below) worked with Ms Dinah Maygarden (UNO) to collect data on our school site as

part of Taylor's affiliation with a grant from National Oceanic And Atmospheric

Administration.




Key Club  News

by John McCloskey, Faculty Advisor

Patrick Taylor's Key Club has already been active throughout
August, and we are looking forward to the month of

September. With its amazing growth this year, the members of
the executive board  (Brandon Bui, Rachelle  Bold, Courtney
Cooper, Erionne Walker, and Kirsten Lecompte ) are busy

organizing events in which all members can participate.

On August 23 ™ eleven members of the Key Club attended the Back -to - school
Leadership Conference. This conference was sponsored b y the Kiwanis Club of West
Jefferson and hosted by John Ehret High School. The students attended different

workshop sessions on various topics such as leadership, club organization,

community service, etc.

We are still participating in an international col laborative effort called The Eliminate
Project. The purpose of this project is to raise money in order to eliminate maternal

and neonatal tetanus, which is fata | in underdeveloped countries. For less than the
price of a cup of coffee, we can save the life of a mother and her children I This
project is a Key Club International project and the Patrick Taylor Key Club is

honored to be a part of this global effort. For more information on this project, check

out this link:  http://www.keyclub.org/service/TheEliminateProject.aspx

Our vision st at e meWetaresarirainel sompeteatt , seiyant leaders
transforming communities worldwide ,0 and this year our focus is to strive harder
than ever to live up to this vision. W e hope you will join in on the fun this year!

To find out more about upcoming activities , come to a meeting. Meetings are every
Friday at lunch in the music lab.



http://www.keyclub.org/service/TheEliminateProject.aspx

Literary Club News
by Meghan Ritter

The literary club, whi  ch is always accepting new members, will meet on a rotating
basis during high school lunch. Meetings are conducted like writing workshops,
where students practice creative exercises adapted from those used by professional
and published authors.

The club w ill create, edit, and publish a literary anthology called Veni Vidi Scripsi (I

came; | saw; | wrote). Students who are unable to attend meetings, but would still

like to contribute to the magazine , are welcome to submit their work. Stay tuned

and check Paw Prints for submission requirements. The magazine also features

visual artwork, so artists are encouraged to attend meetings and submit work. The

club is open to students in all grade levels. Join us! Vincit o mnia scriptis!

High School SGA

by Katie Hig  gins

The high school student government association has been hard at work , even before

school officially started! During the first week of June, the new SGA executive board

(Julia Rosato -president, Courtney Cooper -vice president, Mark Parfait  -secretary, and

Kristen Stamp -treasurer) attended the Louisiana Association of Student Council
workshop. The week before classes started, several students spent days painting

their class banners related to thi s year 6s Disney theme of @l
can do it.o The banners were revealed at our
22" The next big events are the annual Back to School Week and High School Back

to School dance. The dance will take place on Friday, September 12 ™ from 7 -10pm

at Patrick Taylor. Tickets are $5 and will be sold starting September 8 ™ during lunch.
Tickets will also be sold at the door. We look forward to seeing everyone at the

dance! .

e

-

Darian fABubbl esd Bunch | ealdosandtStitah jnapined chula at theperally n.




Middle School Student Government Association Welcomes New

Members!
by Angela Guthrie

The Middle School Student Government Association recently held class wide

electi ons for class representatives. S tudents elected three peers  from each grade
level to help represent their ideas and interests throughout  the year. Class
representatives are expected to promote school spirit and be an example to their

peers in what it means to be a Taylor Tiger. Congratulations go to the following
newly elected class representatives: 6 " graders , Charlie Cosse, Savannah Mir e,
and Grant Roberts : 7" graders , Shawn Anderson, Kamryn Roane, and Sarah
Short ;and 8 ™ graders , Madison Grey, Dante Hebert, and Jada Woodard

These students are already busy helping to promote our first Back to School Dance,

which will be held on Frid  ay, August 29 ™. Parents and students should watch Paw
Prints for more information on this event. Con gratulations again to all of our new
members!

| mnren | ﬁ_"—_

Our new Middle School SGA reps after their first meeting on August 25th; we are so excited for the new
year! Pictured from left to right: Shawn Anderson, Charlie Cosse, Savannah Short, Kamryn Roane,
Madison Grey, Savannah Mire, Dante Hebert, Grant Roberts, and Jada Woodard

From the Athletic Department
by Brad Womack

P F T S T falbsports are in full swing. Cross - country has begun practicing every day

after school with Coach White returning t o Taylor to coach the ladies. Volleyball is
off to a good start wit  h new coach Avingnon Williams running the show this season.

Our new swim coach , Rebekah Kraus , is eager to get things started. The Swim Team
will be practicing at Ter  rytown Country Club this year. We are also excited about

now being part oft he Metro Midd le School League. All middle school sports will be
competi ng in the league this year. If anyone has questions concerning athletics,

pl ease doné6t hesitate to chwvontaek@pftstajopaskldP.laWo ma ¢
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Mu Alpha Theta
by Kay Butler

Mu Al pha Theta i s Tay homsmaéatisemdticsgrbanizatoh.o o IOurt2@l4 -
15 executive board has already met and facilitated their first general meeti ng of the
2014 -15 school year. We are meeting again soon to make plans for the various
tournaments and competitions our Taylor math students will be abl e to participate in
this year. (M embers and non -members are allowed to attend our inter -school
competitions. Taylor Academy students participa ted in five MAO Math Tournaments
and the state convention last year .) Ms. Butler attended the LaMAO Executive Board
meet ing in Baton Rouge on Sunday. | mportant dates and our convention theme are

out for the coming year, so be sure to attend our next meeti ng to hear all about it!
We are on the LaMAO Executive Board because our school holds the seat for

Loui sianaés MAO District 2 Governor (Kayl a
very busy organizing a game day for students from schools in our distri ct, which
includes seven parishes!

Students who qualify for membership (students who have completed Algebra 1 and
Geometry with at least a 3.25 average in mathematics) will be added this fall and
again in the spring . Our formal induction of all new membe rs for the year will take
place during our joint National Honor Society/ Mu Alpha Theta | nduction Ceremony
this spring.  Right now we are in the midst of finalizing the paperwork needed to
appl y for our Chi Alpha Mu charter, a similar mathematics organizatio n for our 8
and 9 " grade students who are currently enr olled in Algebra 1 or Geometry. Both
organizations will work together close ly throughout the school year. Any student
wanting to join either of these organizations or participate in any of the vario us
school tournaments should contact one of our sponsors (Mrs. Kay Butler and Mrs.
Karen Kelley) as soon as possible . Be watching for our announcements in Paw

Prints! o

th

Pictured : Maryann
Yacoub (Historian /
Parliamentarian), Tyler
Libert , Hayley Hughes,
Alexandra Miserendino,
Sydney Monix (Reporter
/ Photographer), Kayla
Tarr (President and
District 2 Governor),
Edward Johnson (Vice
President), Abdullah
Syed (Secretary), and
Jonathan Griffith
(Treasurer).

Middle School Social Studies N ews
by Danielle White

The 6™ and 8 " grade students have been working hard on exploring, not only

Louisiana, but the world around them. How and why are things the way they are?
Where, how and why did it start? T hese are just some of the questions students

have been working hard to find the answers to. As the weeks continue, 6 ™ graders
will expand their knowledge of the Ancient Worlds of Egypt, India, and China. 8 th
graders will continue learning about their own culture, the diversity that goes along

with it, and the complex and unique history behind our state of Louisiana.




Co-0Op News
by Jodi Wittliff

Welcome to all of our new and returning Co -op members! It is never too late to join
our booster club; dues are only $25 per year per family. Membership form s are
available in the school office, or you may e -mail the Co -op at

pftstacoop@gmail.com

We are sponsoring a dAduni f o+topmestinga(pharsdayt our f i
September 19 at 6:30 in the school cafeteria). Ge ntly used uniforms will be

available foronly $1 - $2 per item at the meeting. If you have any uniforms to

donate, please send them to the school office at any time. We will also be selling

Taylor baseball caps for $25 each.

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR SEVERAL IMPORTANT DATES:

September 18  : Co -op Meeting; several of our Star Tigers will be on hand to discuss
extracurricular opportun ities available to all students.

October 8 iDi ne out at Vincentodds Il talian Cui si
donated t o the Co -op.

October 21 : Party Planet Xtreme: tickets are only $25; students will play lots of
games, and the Co -op will get a portion of both ticket and concession sales

March 7, 2015 : The 3 " Annual Gala Fundraiser at Southport Hall (See the flyer at
th e end of the newsletter.)

Many thanks to all of our Taylor families for supporting our efforts to raise money to
enhance the resources available to all of our kids!

From Ms. Odessa in the Cafeteria

Students , please turn in your free and reduced lunch forms to Ms. Odessa
by September 19 . Parents ca n complete these online or at www.jpschools.org

Also, please remember to pick up all trash when finished eating. Thank you! More
important information about the cafeteria is below.

MEALS

Students are offered a variety of healthy meals daily. Cycle menus are planned for
three age groups with targeted calorie levels and emphasis on the use of whole

grains, fruits and vegetables. Parents can see and print a monthly menu calendar on
the website. Nutritional information for these items is also displayed. Modified
menus for students with dietary restrictio ns are also available. Contact Cecelia

Enault, LDN, RD at 504 -349 -8605 for more information.

MEAL PRICES

Breakfast and lunch are offered daily at every school. Snack programs are offered in
select locations. Students approved for reduced price meals are charged $0.30 for
breakfast and $0.40 for lunch at all grade levels. Elementary students paying full
price are charged $1.00 for breakfast and $1.50 for lunch. Middle and high school
students paying full price are charged $1.00 for breakfast and $1.75 for lunch.
Adults throughout the system are charged $2.00 for breakfast and $3.75 for lunch.



mailto:pftstacoop@gmail.com
http://www.jpschools.org/

Parents are encour aged to pre -pay for their meals by using MyPaymentsPlus . The

website also allows parents to check student purchases and monitor meal account
balances. For more information, go to www.mypaymentsplus.com or call 877 -713-
5436.

FREE/REDUCED MEAL PROGRAM

JPPSS participates inthe  USDA Free/Reduced Price Meal Program. Jefferson Parish
Public Schools is using an online free and reduced meals application program for all
schools during the 2013  -14 school year. This system offers an efficient and

economical way for parents to submit free and reduced meals applications and start

receiving benefits faster. Parents can access the application by clicking on this

link using computers at home, the library, or the school district. Simple to -use
wizards will walk you through each field.

All household members and all students from each household must b e added to the
application for processing. Assistance in completing applications is available by

calling the Food Services help line at 504 -349-8999.

Menus for the month can be found by accessing the link below. Please note that the
menu s are subjectto  can change without notice.

http://menus.jppss.k12.la.us/cafeteriaMenus/

Grandparent s Club

We are very fortunate to have a grandpa rent 6s cl ub at MsabDebhiec k
Mabhl is in charge of the club, which has bought items such as new picnic tables  for
the school , and contributed to the cost of a program called Naviance that will help

withcollege schol arships and applications. (See t
information about Naviance.)

We will be celebrating our Patrick Taylor grandparents with a breakfast with their
grandchild ren on the dates below. We hope to see all of you there. Please fill out the
reservation form (below) and return it to school by September 17 to reserve a spot

at the breakfast!

September 24 1 8:30 i1 High school students
October 8 T 8:30 1 Middle school students

Please don6t f orget t o hgapplicati bnhissbelavl uThank ydu foryo ur
support!
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PATRICK F TAYLOR SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY ACADEMY

Dear Parents,

Patrick Taylor Academy has a Grandparents Club that I'd like to invite your parents to join.
We’ve been together for the past 3 school years and we are doing well. The main objective
of our club is to raise money from Membership Dues and Bake Sales. This money will used
to provide items for the students and the classrooms.

I’'m asking you to help me by filling in the info on the attached form. We will be using this
information to mail Membership Information and Forms to the grandparents. By
completing this form, you are not committing your parents to join the Grandparents Club.
All this does is give me the information to mail them invitations to join us.

During the school year, the Grandparents Club will communicate by email, so please be
sure that all email addresses are correct & are printed clearly. ** Please include your

email address if your parents don’t have email. ¥** We don’t have a phone committee.

Most of the Grandparents are unable to volunteer and that’s okay. I'll keep them informed
by email of the school activities that I'm aware of. If they can volunteer occasionally, we’d
love to have them.

If grandparents are deceased, live out of the country, or don’t participate in your lives,
please indicate that on the form and return it with your child’s name and advisor’s name

on it. (This is confidential, of course.)

We’re aiming for 100% compliance. Please help us accomplish this goal.
PLEASE DO NOT SEND MONEY. WE’LL BE MAILING APPLICATION FORMS TO THE GRANDPARENTS SOON.

OUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE IS OUR BEST FUND RAISER

Thanks so much for your cooperation.

Debbie Mahl 504-780-7636 H or 504-914-1678 C ptaylorgpclub@gmail.com
4729 David Drive
Kenner, LA 70065






